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Best practice Enhancers for
Security in Urban Environments

Reduce Urban Safety and Security Issues trough Urban Regeneration
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Case study areas

BESECURE ©
e

Belfast, The Hague, Freiburg,
Napels, Reggio di Calabria, Poznan, London (Tower Hamlets, Lewisham)
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ARGHILLA’: The context
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Arghilla is a neighborhood of Reggio Calabria, the most populated city of Calabria Region, It is located in one of the
“underdeveloped Regions” as defined by the European Commission for the Cohesion Policy
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The neighborhood is strongly characterized by urban and social weakness, which for their complexity.
Indeed, the evidences gathered show widespread decay both on social behaviors and physical environment, supported by low
safety and security perceptions. Micro-crime rates also comglete the picture of the area, allowing to consider it as a paradigmatic

case study in urban safety and security issues
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ARGHILLA’: The context
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Arghilla is geographically divided into two main parts: Southern and Northern. Major concerns are related to
the lack schools and health services, while the latter is a public estate built for social housing purposes,
planned according to a functionalist approach and still missing the majority of the public spaces and services

originally designed

Arghilly

rorth

* In the Southern part most of the Italian families that were originally given public social housies by the
municipality decided to leave away because of the social issues and low level of safety if the neighbourhood.

The
* Northern part is mostly occupied by Roma minorities and low-income families, often dealing with micro-

crime or illegal activities.
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ARGHILLA’in the 80s
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Arghilla is a recent urban settlement, the first
building built on the plans of Arghilla dates back
between the end of 70s and the beginning of 80s.
The original General Urban Plan for the city of
Reggio Calabria, drawn up by Prof. Ludovico
Quaroni at the end of 1960s, provided a northward
residential expansion for the city - that included
Arghilla- and an industrial southward expansion
driven by the presence of the airport.

The neighbourhood of Arghilla reflects this general
mismatch between planning and implementation.
More in details, in Arghilla the general plan is far to
have been implemented as designed. Within the
Arghilla neighbourhood, a specific site design for
public housing was also produced by the city;
however, public facilities were built with a serious
delay. Arghilla was originally conceived as a
residential expansion located in the Northern part
of Reggio Calabria, mid-way between the city
centre and Villa San Giovanni, that is a strategic
hub for Sicily, .

North Arghillé Site Plon — Residential units
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ARGHILLA’: Socio Economic
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ARGHILLA’: Socio Economic
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The increase of population in Arghilla is due to the displacement of ROMA community
during last decade from the center of the city of Reggio Calabria to Arghilla
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ARGHILLA’: Socio Economic
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Population by Age in Arghilla 2001-2011
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The graph shows an high concentration of population is between the range 5 - 34
years old with a no variation during a decade
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ARGHILLA’: Socio Economic
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ARGHILLA’: Socio Economic
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Educational Attainment 2001
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ARGHILLA’: Environmental
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ARGHILLA’: Environmental
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ARGHILLA’: Environmental
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* GROUND FLOOR USAGE
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ARGHILLA’: Urban Decay
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ARGHILLA”: Urban decay

BESECURE ©

=
=
=
S
)
=
o
L=
w
o
=
o
]
Vi
w
=]
<
-
o
~
9



ARGHILLA’: Crime

Microcriminality Index 2008 - 2012
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Reduce Urban Safety and Security Issues

trough Urban Regeneration
m— r— BESECURE @

* Traditional Approaches in tackling Urban security issues based on police

enforcement, autorithies powers, justice systems etc

Vs

* New approaches, place-based oriented as Urban Regeneration Initiatives, in

order to reduce the causes of appealing conditions for crime;
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Why Urban Regeneration
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* Purpose: Urban “Regeneration is concerned with the regrowth of economic activity where it
has been lost; the restoration of social function where there has been dysfunction, or social
inclusion where there has been exclusion; and the restoration of environmental quality or
ecological balance where it has been lost. Thus urban regeneration is an aspect of the
management and planning of existing urban areas rather than the planning and development of
new urbanisation”. (Couch C, Fraser C, 2003)

* Basic Urban Regeneration Principles
— Coordination between various sectors;
— creating a holistic vision
— Regeneration people rather than a place;
— Creating partnerships across all levels of government;
— Creating public-private partnership in order to foster local economic development;
— Building public sector capacity and leadership, and
— engaging the local community inplanning process

* Toward the Place-based approach: The definition of urban regeneration establishes a
holistic policy and planning framework with a strong emphasis on place-based apporaches that
links the physical transformation of the built environment with the social transformation of local
residents
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The opportunities of Regional OPs for the Programming
Period 2014- 2020 Calabria Region to implement Urban
Regeneration Initiatives
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Place-Based Approach \
Efficiency: / Equity:
“is about realising the full utilisation “is about ensuring equal opportunities for
of the potential of every place or individuals irrespective of where they live”
region”

1 l

Operative Programmes

|

Urban Regeneration

|

People and Places ,»  Reduction of grbfan safety
and security issues
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The opportunities of Regional OPs for the Programming
Period 2014- 2020 Calabria Region to implement Urban
Regeneration Initiatives to figth Urban Security Issues

Thematic Objective

2. Improve Technologies
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Investment Priorities m

2a Extend high speed internet connection networks; ERDF

accessibility 2c. Improve TIC access empowering e-government, e-inclusion, e-culture, e-health application
3. SME’s competitiveness 3a. Promote entrepreneurship through the exploitation of new Ideas and business incubators ERDF
4. sustain the transition 4c. energy efficiency in Public Bulldings and SOCIAL HOUSING; ERDF

toward a low CO2 emission
economy in all sectors

de. Promote Sustainable mobility;

5. Climate Change and risk 5b. Promote investment to deal with specific risks; ERDF
prevention

6. Environment Protection 6e. Improve the urban environment ERDF
and resources (natural and

cultural) valorisation

8. Promote sustainable 8a Promote the employment of long-term unemployed people through local initiatives ESF

employment

8b Promote youth employment

9. Promote Social Inclusion, 9.1 Active Inclusion to promote equal opportunities; ESF
figth poorness and 9.2 Socloeconomic integration of marginalised communities;
discrimination 9.3 Improve Service accessibility;
9.4 Inclusionary Local Development strategies ;
9.4b Sustain Urban Regeneration in disadvantaged urban and rural areas
10 Education and Training 10a Reduction of school drop out ESF

11. Capacity Bullding
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11a Invest In Public Administration reform in order to obtain a better governace at national, regional and local ERDF-ESF

level,

11b Empower public administration in order to efficiently integrate the ERDF and ESF initiatives




Outcome: 3 Drivers
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3 Drivers to fight urban safety and security issues
and particularly to reduce the causes urban security
issue in distressed and marginalised areas:

* Urban Regeneration;
* Urban Governance Empowerment;
« Community Involvment.
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* Thank youl!

CLUDs Laboratory
Universita degli Studi Mediterranea di Reggio Calabria
PAU Department
www.cluds-7fp.unirc
luds_Zfo@unire.

Coordinator: Carmelina Bevilacqua “Assistant Professor in Urban Planning”
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€ 2014 BESECURE CONSORTIUM



